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At this moment, however, everything is unsettled with
regard to Egypt, and Lord Ponsonby has been acting in his
usual furious style with such effect that it is not at all
bertain the question will be settled without a good deal of
trouble. Upon the receipt, at Constantinople, of Napier's
unauthorised Convention with the Pasha, Ponsonby instantly
assembled the ambassadors, moved that it should be rejected
and disavowed, and signified the same to the Ministers of
the Porte, who, of course, desired no better than to acquiesce.
At Ponsonby's instigation, Eedschid Pasha wrote to say
that the Sultan utterly disavowed this Convention; that he
might be disposed, out of deference to his allies, and at their
request, to grant some temporary favour and indulgence to
the family of the Pasha, but as to the hereditary possession
of Egypt, lie had never heard of, or contemplated, any such
thing, nor would ever listen to it; and he reminded the
Allied Powers that such a grant would be in direct contra-
vention of the principle of the Treaty itself, which had for
its object the maintenance of the integrity of the Ottoman
Empire. It remains to be seen what will be done at Con-
stantinople when the intelligence of Stopford's Convention
(so to call it) arrives there, which, in fact, differs in no
respect from that of Napier; but it is very extraordinary
that Ponsonby should write word that the Sultan had never
heard any question of the hereditary grant of Egypt, when,
in the middle of October, a despatch was written to him
(which was at the same time communicated to the French
Government) ordering him to propose to the Sultan this
restitution. Unless, therefore, this despatch was not sent,
or he took upon himself to disobey his instruction, it must
be false that the Turkish Government never heard of such
a question. Lord John Eussell, who went to Broadlands
the other day, wrote to Melbourne that he found Billow,
Neumann, and Esterhazy there, and there seemed to be a
great deal of discussion going on between them all, and
much doubt as to the question of hfa&KU, but that he was of
opinion that this question admitted of no doubt, and that
we were bound to insist upon it after the assurances we had